Travancore State Transport
Sixty British Commer Chassis were ordered for. The
buses are commodious, the wheel-base measures 12 feet
6 inches and the wheels are fitted with 7-OOX20 tyres
twin rear, "the generous proportions of which/* in
the words of the Transport Superintendent, '* ensure the
utmost riding comfort. "3 All these buses are fitted with
Perkins Diesel Oil Engines and are run on Diesel Oil.
The use of Diesel Oil in preference to petrol was decided
upon because it costs just a third of petrol and, being a
heavy oil, the losses due to evaporation are inconsiderable.
This is specially to be considered when, in a hot tropical
country like India, there is great scope for loss this way.
More important than these is the fact that an omnibus run
on Diesel Oil consumes only half as much fuel as one run
on petrol.
The Transport Department was very wise in ordering the
chassis alone from Britain since the cost of getting them
ready-built for the road would have been great. The first
consignment received was one of twenty-five buses, the
chasses of which were built by the Mechanical Department.
The Transport Superintendent in his report says that the
work was carried out with such efficiency that the rate of
erection was a bus a day. For building the superstructure
of these vehicles the co-operation of the Public Works
Departments Workshops was sought but, as all the work
could not be done by them, a portion of it was given to
Messrs, Byramshaw & Co*, Madras. The payments to the
Public Works Department and this firm are shown in the
relevant statements in the Appendix.4
" Overcrowding the routes with too many vehicles has
been one of the failings of transport undertakings in the
majority of eases, as this involves wasteful outlay of capital
3    Administration Report for 1113.
4    Vide Appendices, C. 18 and C. 10.